
Guidelines for the governments project

Each group will create their own government system using the following guidelines. Try 
to convince the class to move to your country.

Assignment:

1) Choose one choice from the Citizen Participation choices.
2) Choose one choice from the Distribution of Power choices.
3) Choose one choice from the Types of Government choices.
4) After each group has completed the first three steps, assign each group member 

one of the three choices until each group member has been given a choice. 
5) Each member will briefly describe his or her topic in four to six sentences. 
6) Create an original name, and flag for your country.
7) Compare your government type that your group created to Kenya, Sudan, and 

South Africa. Which one is it similar to and which one is it most different from? 
Why?

8) Present your group work to the class; each group member must participate in the 
presentation.

Citizen Participation
Democracy/Oligarchy/Autocracy

Distribution of Power
Federal System/Unitary System/Confederate System

Types of Government
Republic/Parliament/Dictatorship/Monarchy/Theocracy

Democracy- In a democracy, all citizens over a certain age have voting rights.  If you 
choose to create a democracy, you must decide what age group has voting rights. 
(example: over age 18)

Oligarchy- In an oligarchy, voting participation is limited to a certain group of people. If 
you choose to be an oligarch, you must decide what group will participate. (example: 
only males can vote)

Autocracy- In an autocracy, there is little to no citizen participation. If you choose to 
create an autocracy, you must decide how the leader(s) will come to power. (example: 
military dictatorship)

Distribution of Power

Federal System- In this system of government, power is distributed among multiple 
branches. Power is separate and no one branch has too much power. If you choose to use 



this type of government, you must decide what the branches will be. (example: National, 
State, and local governments or Judicial, Executive, and Legislative branches)

Unitary System- In this system of government, power is concentrated into one branch.  If 
you choose to use this type of system, you must decide what the main branch will be. 
(example: No local governments just a national government)

Confederate System- In this system of government, power is held by independent 
countries or states that together, give up some power to a central authority.  The purpose 
of this is to unite the regional authorities for economic, environmental, or defense 
purposes.

Types of Government

Republic- Citizen’s elect representatives that will represent their area in the national 
government. The head of government in a republic is a President. (example: Turkey, Iran, 
USA)

Parliament- Citizen’s elect representatives that will represent them in the Parliament. The 
parliament appoints the head of the government who is the Prime Minister. (example: 
Japan, Israel, Great Britain)

Dictatorship- There are no voting rights and the leader controls all government decisions. 
(example: North Korea, Cuba, Nigeria, Venezuela)

Monarchy- A king or queen controls the government and leaders are appointed through 
family heritage. Voting rights may or may not be granted. (example: Saudi Arabia, Japan)

Theocracy- government based on religious beliefs


