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Religions of SW Asia Judaism Islam Christianity

Origins Began about 1800 BCE 
when God spoke to 
Abraham

Begun in 7th century by 
Muhammad

Christianity began with 
Jesus in the first century 
CE

Beliefs Believe in Abraham and 
Moses as prophets

Believe in Abraham and 
Moses as Prophets; 
Muhammad is last prophet

Believe in Abraham and 
Moses as prophets

The Messiah Jews are still awaiting the 
Messiah

Believe Jesus was a 
prophet

Believe Jesus is the Son of 
God, the Messiah

Sacred Books Old Testament of the Bible, 
the Talmud and Torah

Parts of the Bibles’s Old 
and New Testaments, and 
the Quran (Koran)

Old and New Testaments 
of the Bible

Sacred Places Remains of the Jerusalem 
temple, Hebron, Palestine, 
burial place of Abraham

Holy cities of Mecca and 
Medina; Jerusalem

Many places in the Holy 
Land (parts of Israel) 
where Jesus lived

Governments
of SW Asia

Type System Leader Legislative Judiciary

Israel Parliamentary
Democracy

Unitary Prime 
Minister 
President - 
little power 

Knesset - Supreme Court

(vote 18 m/f)

Iran Theocracy Views all 
government 
matters 
through the 
eyes of its 
primary 
religion- ISLAM 

Supreme 
Leader- 
appointed 
religious position; 
more power 
president 
President- 
elected by 
popular vote for 
4-year term 

Legislative 
Branch- 
Elected 
National 
Assembly 

Supreme Court/ 
4-member High 
Council 

Voting Age- 18, 
Universal (m/f) 

Saudi
Arabia

Monarchy Islam law 
governs 
Saudi Arabia 

King is both 
chief 
government 
and religious 
official 

No legislature or 
political parties 

(highly secretive 
government) 

No constitution/ 
Islam law 
governs Saudi 
Arabia 
Voting Age- 21, 
Men only 
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